SALUTATION. 


To all People who have any deſires after the 


Living GOD; + 


Free-Will-ANABAP TISTS.. 


From one that deſires the Eternal good of all Souls. 
I, BEEVAN., 


FRIENDS, 


eruly ſay my meditation of him was ſweet ; for now I have 
found him whom my Soul long thirſted after in-Egypt Land: 


| S I was meditating on the wayes and works of the Lord, I can 
I ſay as I was meditating there was brought by the power of. 


the Lord aperfe&t remembrance of my. fore Travel in that dark Land: 

of Bondage, now praiſes, praiſes to his great Name for ever, who hath; 

ſent Redemption to Iſrael, and ſer theoppreſled free, and broken that * 
heavy yoak, and laidon his yoak that is eaie, and his burthen which js 
light. Now in bowels of tender love to thoſe that know me by face 
and name in the outward, who hath been with me in many Trials, and 
et are reſting there ſtill in that which will nor ſtand in « 4 day of the 
Lo power , When no covering will ſerve but the Spirit of the Lord; 
Now if yqu will but fink down to that which is pure of God , and ſee 
and feel yourſelvesand me allo, and let that of God judge of my Tras 
velsin Egypt, and the way from thence, as the Lord God by his mighty 

power ſhall give me to relate, 

That the Truth of God may flouriſh,is the earneſt defire of my Soul,8 
that he may be exalted above all ; Therefore 1 ſhall relate a liccle of the 
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long (ſuffering of the Lord , and how unwilling he is that ſinners ſhould 
periſh , and alſo ro make known toyou'that it 18 the ſame God I now 
own that brought me out of my mothers-wotub, and gave me life and 
all things. | 

Nearabout the time that I was ſeven years of age, being bred upby 
my Parents very exactly for retraining of groſ{$evils, as'Swearing and 
Curling and the like; I can truly (ay that there was a greater Power 
reſtrained me then their words, and many defires were raifed up in me 
ro know that God they talkedof ſo much, and ſo-often prayedto, and 
when I often asked where be was, and howhe wait beferved, hey (aid 
he was in Heaven above the Skies, /bucl fets,himinear me repfoving me 
for my playing and wantonneſs,as Children doprafice in that nature z 
and many a vow I made not todo ſo again, but my vows I didnot keep 
until I came near to fourteen years of age, then was the Lord pleaſed ro 
{hew his power yet more in reproving me for ſports and plealure, to 
which hearkned a little & did refrain it ; yer there was ſomething in me 
luſted to ee thoſe things ated which I could not do my felt; then I was 


judged for thatallo ; then didI quite ſeparate my lelf from my Compa- 


nions which reproach*c me, bnt I matter'd them nor, and] went along 
with a little flock in Leominſter , called Puretans , and many a falt day ] 
kept very exa&tly, and with the ſufferer I cook part; then began ny 
Parents to hate me when [ was got above them, & I denyed their formal 


prayers, and then they grew worſe, and many a blow I received upon - 


that account which I bore patiently,and I can truly (ay I never repented 
my going, nor.refrained, until Wars came in Exg/and; Then was the 
Flock of God ſcatrteredabroad as ſheep without a Shepherd, and hun - 
ted abour like a Partridge on the Mountains,and many were killed with 
the Sword, and often put tothe flight, which made me and others que» 
ſtion whether God had not forſaken his own People, becauſe hedid nor 
deliver them out of their enemies hands; then che enemies of the 
Lord did rejoice both within and without, as if all had been their own, 


then the Seed of God ſuffered in Sodom and Epypt, and the two Wit 


" nefles were {lain and were made merry over, and chen the Seed iuffered, 


and the ſeed of the Serpent gor on the top, and led me captive at his 
will; Now take notice the ſame Ligne I now own , not another, did 


” Jet me ſee my ſtate that I was run into darkneſs and departed from the 


Lord,and was in the broad way which leadeth to deſtruction;bur ſome- 
times did many ftrong cryes run through me , ſaying, O thac I could 
but ſee the day I once ſaw; yea, when have been ſerting up my (elf in 
pride, orotherwiſe, | have wiſhed , O thatI were in ſuch a condition I 
Was Ounce in, if Thad net raggs ts cover my nakedneſs; thus 1 PRs 
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(3) 
wilde and wanton until the wars were ſomething abated, and [ e&ors 
were {ct up, and 1] heard wany men, and cney held many Opinions, I 


. thought I was the woilt amongit all, forl was atherned of wy preſent 


eftate, however Teft my Companions , and then I poſted up and down 
after the moſt eminent men in thoſe parts, for I ſoon faw the deceit of 
the Tithe Priefts and denied them ali, yer fliil I'Caw in my felt 1 was 
condemned becauſe I did not walk up to what I knew, chough many 
branches were broken off, yet the root fti!l remained, thus was I toffed 
from Mountain to Hill and hurried here and there, bur none fpake 
to my preſent cſtace until 1 met with one whoſe Name was known unto 
us by the Name — ary Brown, whoas I underſtand died an open ene» 
my to the ſame Truth that he once declared, and to theſame Light 
which he once bore Teſtimony, though this 1s a hard ſaying 5 but hear 
ken a little and conlider you that were with me at the fiſt in that diſco= 
ry of Water-Baptiſm, and fee] what] ſay, this man was very low and 


' tender, and had denied himlelt of all his honour and profit inthe 


world, inſomuch that hecame toa low efiate, yet I could not ſee bur 
that he was contented While he was in that condition , could I fee ſuch 
an image born up amengſt you as was once in him, I ſhould own it as 
dear as my life z but feigned humility F deny, mark char, and for his 
Do&rine, ir was the very fame words which the Meflengers of the Lord 
are gone forth with, and I in my meafure do (et wy teal to, though - 
at the firft I did much oppole him, but my foundation could not ftand, 
though got very high 3 as concerning the Light he ſpcke often of it , 
that it was the Lighr and Life of men , and that it ſhined in darkneſs , 
and that it was the true Light that lighteth every onethat cometh into 
the World , and that the Word was within the Mouth-and in the 
Heart, and chat Chriſt was within, and he ofcen preſt it come, thatif 
Chrift was not within mel wasa Reprobate, the which I did believe ic 
was the cruth, and that my greateſt enemies were within, I knew it was 
ſo; then the Serpent raged, and then were Wars and rumours of Wars” 
ſuch as never was before, the Sword of the Lord was drawn to cut down 
all his enemies, &the bouk was opened, &a!} chat ever I had done was laid 
before me, and my Good and evil vas all judged, i vonld have ran any 
way © have hid my elf, or toany one, but 1 thought none was like me, 
thus was my concition feveral weeks together , 1iought death in thar * 
day bur I could not find it, I would fain have dyed bur death fled from 
me, when day appeared I was atraid, and alloot the nighr, many were 
the temprarions to end my life , bur there was a ſecrer power kept me 
from it, and a: Tkeprt low T heard a voiee cry ,, Juit and Righteous are 
che Jndgements of the Lord, and as 1kept in, a hope of deliverance was 
A 3 railed 
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raiſed contrary to that Serpents voice, for he ſaid, it would never be 0« 
*therwiſe, ſo yer I waited ill ſome prophefies aroſe, that Sorrow ſhould 
endure fer a Night, bur Joy ſhould come in the Morning, and ſoit was, 
that as mine Enemies fell, my Soul rejoyced & my hard Heart was bro- 
ken,and the Lamb gore cheViftory,and a precious condition I did enjoy, 
afid then were the Scriptures pretious to me as I came to witneſs tothem, 
and Sioz was redeemed through judgement as it isat this day ; Now 
this is co inform your mindes that no other Way do Town, no other 
Truth, no other Life, no other Reck, noocher Refuge , no ocher hi- 
ding place in time of need then I owned at thao day, my Judgement is 
the (ame, and my Guide my Teacher, and my Life is che ſame now; 
Why is this wonder both wich Profetior and Prophane at my great 
change? Ir isnothingelle but a woman that hatch run after many Lo- 
vers, returned to her former Husband again : Now praiſes, praiſes to 
his great Name forever, who did not ſhut up his Tender Compaſſion, 
nor Seal me up for the day of Deftcuftion. 

Come let us Reaſon together of former Experiences, though ir will 
not be mentioned bur to your ſorrow, and call ro minde the Lords Do- 
ings; my Soul was never ſo poured forth with picty towards you, nor 
Jaid ſonakedand bare before you , you that were with me in that diſco- 
very aforementioned, and many Revilings, Mocks, Scoffs & Reproaches 
did we bear together, and efteemed them as great Riches z And did 
you not know. a day of Suffering wichin you, and drank deep of the 
Cupof the Lords fury and indignation which you called crouble ? And 
did you not know in ſome meaſure the Warfare, and a daily Croſs in the 
ſelf-denyal of your own Wofds, Wayes and Wills, to yea, and nay in 
your communication, and to few words, and did you not know a, more 
purer Separation from the World then in Words, and Houſes? Sink 
down and digg deep in your earthly heartsand read me there; Did 

ou notfeed on daily bread in your Fathers houſe, and on the Tree of 
Aite, whoſe Leaves healed the Nations? And did you not looſe that 
retiouseſtate by reaching our atrer the Tree of Knowledge, and la- 
ouring to know more in the Scriptures then your lives could witnefle ? 
Both Teachers and others, to that of God dol direftyou , who hall 
Witneſs for me in the day of the Lords Power, andMe that could ſpeak 

' moſt and diſcourſe beſt was moſt eſteemed, and had forgotten the An- 
tient Paths, and much proving our ſelves to be Saints, when our lives 
ſhewed before whoſe Servants. we were, as-Saul when the Spiric of the 

; Lord was departed from him, then honour me before the people, when he had 
loſt the Honour that cometh from God, then the image of the Beaſt was 
ſetup whoſe head wasof gold, and the falſe prophet, and be that would 
not 
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- Words, that Covetguineſle is the Root of all evil, che ſame Light | now 
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not bow unto them, maſt have no communion with us, and they 
got a cover to cover deceit, as Pridethey called Decency, Coveteoni- 
neſſe, Carefulnefle and Saving, and Langhter they called rejoycing in the 
Lord, Fooliſh-jefting and |lyivg,and anger and Malice,they called Weak- 
neſſe and Failings, Jangling abourt the meanings of Scriptures, they cal» 
led Concending for the Faith; Bur really I could not own thele « ings 
uncil I was Married, then the Branches chat were broken off for many 
years began to ſprout again, andthen was I {huc our of that Scripture, 
there be Gods many and Lords many, bur to us there is bur one God, I | 
durſt not read it,for the witneſſe of God in my Conſcience told me, thac 

] did ſet up in wy heart other things belide che Lord, as Husband and 
other Riches which ſoon did fal!, and now Ifer my Seal to the Apoſtles 


own did then ſhew*me that I wasin the Worlds Nature, and did Con- 
demn me *hen none elſe did,for when things prolperedI could be mer- 
ry, but when my Will was croſſed, anger and peeviſhnefſe grewup ; 1 
thought to cover my ſelf, ſaying, all orhers were in that eſtate, bur that 
Covering was too narrow, though the Adminittration of Condemnation 
is Glorious in its rime, yet anothereſtace muſt be witneſſed before peace 
be witneſſed ;When I was by my ſelf ſober I ſaw my eſtate,and that there 
was a great Gulf ora Cloud drawn between the Lord and 1, bur all chis 
while who could accuſe me withour; and often there was brought to a 
erfe&t remembrance my former pretious condition, I fat by the Wa- 
ters of Babylon when I remembred $19, then 1 broke mine heart pouring 
.out my Soul, {aying, Curſed be che day thar ever [ caſted of that Fruit 
that was forbidden, yea I wiſh that my tongue had cloven to the Root of 
my Mouth, rather then I ſhould have {poke of one Scripture that 1 co:1ld 
not witneſſe, yea it is a repentance never to be repented of; in this con= 
demned eftace I remained; Then queſttoned my Faich,my hope and my 
Love, my Repentance, my Meat,Drink and Aparrel,though it was like to 
others who were called precious Saints; I knew nor what to donor which < 
way to take, (ametimes | (aw the Gate of Mercy gpened, but no way to 
enter but chrough Judgement, I was willing ro wait therein, but when 1 
felt it terrible with a mighty crols tothe will of thefleth, chen 1 would 
mind anothet thing ; I heard a cry run through me, ſaying, their Ser- 
vants you are to whom you obey, whether in obedience to R-ghteoulſnels , 
or unrighteouſneſſe; 1 had no reſt, ac laſt | replyed, Ah Lord, dol noc 
keep all thy Commandments, he faid nay? | faid do I nor 
ſerve thee with Truth of heart? The anſwer was, whom doſt thou ſerve 
when chou doſt evilza- man cannot ferve ewo Maſters,and then my mouch 
was ſtopt,then | would (hun choſe thoughts; then was brought to tremems= . 
brance how I had read many yezrs before @ of man that when fad 
thoughts 
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was in his heart, he would get ſome merry thing to drive them away, 1 
hed no reſt, | heard of a people called Qrakers, I enquired, asthe man- 
ner of preteftors did, what was their Judgement, l:t never ſo muchhy- 
miticy appear, thc an{wer was, that che greatelt profellors in the Nati- 
on, were the greateſt enemies to the Crofle of Chriſt; I donor julſtifie 
my felt, for condemnation hath paſſed cn all my good and evil aCtions, 
butF hnd very few proteffors walk ſoexa@ly as 1 did in thoſe dayescon- 
cerning things witzour, though all this did not reach ſo far as the 
Scribes and Phariices who wereclean onthe out fide, I faw ittobe fo, 
though we called our ielves the Saints of the Mcit High, yet]I ſaid 
im my (cf, if che Szints condicion was thus, it was a miſerable eſtate, I 
Was weary and heavy lacen, I went from meeting to meeting torfind one 
one thac was in my condicion, ell were fall, and fraocthed up one ano- 
ther with words anuno Reformation ; 1 durſt nor partake of cheir Bread 
and Wine, for T{zw we were ignorant of che Lords Body, I was broughe 
very low and to a waiting cond.tion, what truth I heard declared I own» 
ed, and the re{t] let alone and (aid litfrle, waiting for the promiſe of the 
Lord to be fiultilled which Iread of 111 the Scriptures, that the Lord would 
Teach his People himſelf; m chis eftate I remained almoſt a year, I loved 
to be by my (cif, forthen I could pour vut u. y Soul before the Lord,fay- 
ing, Ah teach me the Way that | ſhould go, and lead me in the Paths of 
Righteouſnefſe 3 Oh when (hall I (ee the day of thy appeavance in fulfil. 

ling thy promiſe which thou haſt madeof ol4? O why are thy Charret 
Wheels fo long a coming ; O (hal] I never ſee the day of deliverance ? 

Thus my Soul groaned under a heavy burthen until I mer with one of 
the Lords Meflengers, and fore ſufferers for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 

whoſe words ſtruck deep through the Earth, and reacht co che witnefle 

of God, inſomuch that I durit not ſpeak a word againit that thing rhac | 

once enjoyed ; ] owned his words, and ſpake againſt Profeſſors, Prieſts 
and People, I denyed the Worlds words, Wayes, Faſhions and Cu- 


Roms in a great meaſure, I became a reproach, a Proverb and a by-wor{ 
untothe Countrey round about, and yer the Life of Truth I knew nor, 


my Lovers and Acquaintance ſtood afar off me, my familiarfriends were 
aſhamed co own me, Profeilors they denied megas Philip Farmer a Teach- 
er of others did judge me much for denying the Rule, and ftumbling ac 
Strawes, and leeping over Blocks ; and he afficmed thac Jeſus Chriſt did 
bid a woman God ſpeed that was committing Adultery, and that he did 
bid a man God ſpeed at Plow, and faid, he would prove it by Scrip- 
cure, andleveral lies more; Anotner Teacher judged me for denying 


- the Ordinance, and he aihrmed. though Bread was Bread at the Bakers, 


and Wine was Wine at the Vintners, yet when it came to them it was 


the Body and Blood of Chrilt. Friends, I do not write this out of any 
evil 
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evil will that I bear to any mans perſon, the Lord is my witneſſe, but 
that Truth may appear, and that y ou may fee who denied the Rule chem 
or I, or who den:ed the coming of God, them or 1,1 did then denie the 
Rule that they walked by, for all ſuch aCtors areihur ouc of the Scrip» 
cures, though ac that ume I knew not che right hand from the left, 
though brought through chat before mentioned 3 I would have taken up 
a reſt there, but che flaming Sword which turned every way cut me down, 
great were the lights that I ſaw wich mine Eyes, and that which I heard 
with mine Ears, one woe poured out after another, earth-quakes in di» 
vers plates,this was but the beginning of ſorrows, thegreat and RedSea be« 
fore me, Pharaoh ard his Holt behind me, and in that day I knew not 
God,1 durſt not name hisName becaule Iwas not departed from iniquity, 
I knew not what the firſt principle of Religion was, I feared leatt any 
ſhould ask a reaſon of my Faith ; I cried forthe diſquietnefſe of my hearr, 
I curſt the day and che hour my Mother brought me forth, and in that 
year I did witnefle Pharach plagued with many plagues before he would 
lec Iſrael go, I would have done any thing char was plealing in his fight, 
bur all was accurled, nothing but Wars and rumours of Wars, many 
diſpairing thoughts entered into me, I was like one that went from a 
Lyon and a Bzar met him, 2ndleaned upon a wall, and a Serpent bit 
him, I was pleaded with by Sword and by Fire, yea the Fire burned all 
the day tilll was almoſt conlumed, I went abour like a Fool or like one 
deſtrafted, yea if I had been to write but a Note of an outward ching,l 
could not compole it no more then 2 natural Fool, all my building was 
decayed,not one ſtone upon another that was not thrown down ; 1 went 
mourning ll the day like a woman that mournerh for her only Son, 
there was no eye pitied me, but then - was the time oblove, I heard a 
voice cry, agree with thy adverſarie quickly whilſt thou art in the way 
with him, for Judgement am I come into this World, that they which 
ſee not mighr ſee, and they which ſee might be made blind ; Now 
praiſes, praifes to his great Name for ever, who hath made a way in the 
deep Waters and path in the Sea, for his own Seed to pale over, and 
hath drowned Pharach and lis great Hoſt, and overwhelmed them all, 
and delivered Iſrael out of many troubles, and hath turned and over- 
turned till pure pezce and joy is witneſſed in the Land, andI witnefle 
his words, wholaid a woman thatisin Travel hath ſorrow becauſe ker 
hour is come, bur afloon as (he is delivered of her Child ſhe 1ememibrech 
no more the anguiſh for joy ; but only for your fakes is the Father pleaſed 
to bring toremembrance, and I dare not be liient but declare what the 
Lord hath done for my ſoul, it may be thoſe that are in the Serpents 
Wildom will judge chele things to be frothy empry things, but really 
b[- 
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- It isthet which you muſt all Ws 2, Fh if ever you edme to witneſs % 
 _, Reftauracion again, alchough you mayigreate to yourTtelves manyreſts 
wt Wt it isthat which. will noc indure the fre ſeven-#ignes to be _rriede;, My |; 

- Friends, 1-know the thing, .1 call you; Friends our of tendec love and \ 
ee tharT bare to you, though I have not found you-fo, yermgttave” 

$de#ritq the Seed of God which is kepr underin,you. Wherher you will 

+ Hear or forbear] have cleared my Conſcience; for ſee Satansy policy, if 
hecan keep men and women from believing m the Light, then hisking- 

dom ftands ſure, for the Light diſcovers hisdark wayes and works, and 

' leads the Creature our of them by degrees :to an innocent eſtate and to Aa 
- Holy Life. | | | LS: |. 42 

& - Therefore recice your minds intochat which ſhews youthat:you come 

, too lhort of what you ought to be; You have been long} ſweeping with- 

:, -otit and hath not made ic clean, now. learn the Parableof the woman, 
and fiveep the houſe, for verily - there is no other place-co find: chac 
which you have loſt; Dig deep to find that Pearl of great price, 4nd buy 
it though it coſt you all you have, donot eſteem che Light a low thihgs 
call ic natura); for verily if you will but wait int itgie will diſcover ſpi- 

++. rirual wickednefle in high places,and ſhew you the [ecret intents of your 7; 

- hearts; -rhis is chat light which the Prophet prophefied. of, which ſhould 

-. Tighten the Geatiles, and old Simeon and Anna rejoyced tofſee-hirh that 

- the Prophecs propheſied of, this is che True Light which Jobx barewit- 
| Nelſrof, and whoſoever followed him ſhould not abide in darknefſe, as 
+ 'Hehimfelf aid, this is he which Zacharias prophefied of which ſhould: 

give Light co them chat firin darknefſe, and inthe {hi1dow of death, this: 

.--15 that Lighe which the Apoſtle Peter (aid Sbone in a dark place wnti{the day 
' dawn, andthe 4ay ſtar ariſe in your hearts; Therefore take heed to it,this 

- 36 hethar ſearchech the heart and trieth the Reins, and ſhewerh ro man- 

what is bis thoughts, Amos 4. 13. 


” Thus have T in loveto all your Souls writtent of the tender dealings of the 
py Lord to my Soul, as a warning to you that you ſhould no longer reſiſt the- 
loving kindneſſe of the Lord, 


THE END. 
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